
 

  
 
The headwaters of the Chewaucan River begins on the Paisley Ranger District. The river ends its’ journey 
to Abert Lake after flowing through  National Forest, BLM, and private land. The Chewaucan River is 
contained within the larger  Great Basin watershed. Never making its way to the ocean, the river  flows into 
Abert Lake and ultimately evaporates. 
 
The Chewaucan River river supports a population of native redband trout throughout all phases of their 
lifecycle. Large adult fish spend the winter downstream  in the Chewaucan Marsh, and migrate upstream 
each year to spawn in the cool, clear waters near the headwaters. Road culverts, irrigation ditches and 
weirs have created  barriers to their  seasonal cycle causing fragmentation and isolation of their    
wintering, spawning, and rearing habitats. 
 
 In addition, a century of land management, including fire suppression, grazing, and timber management, 
has allowed pine and juniper stands to develop to the point where watershed conditions are vulnerable to 
large, destructive wildland fires. Biodiversity has decreased as  aspen stands, willows, and springs are lost to 
enroaching vegetation.  
 
The Upper Chewaucan Watershed Council, including private land owners and the Paisley Ranger District, 
have committed to working in partnership towards the ecological restoration of the  watershed. Nearly $1.5 
million in Title II dollars have been added to funds from the Oregon Watershed Enhancement Board 
(OWEB),  private land owners, Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife, and National Forest Systems 
appropriations to complete projects to improve Chewaucan watershed conditions. In the fall of 2004, for 
example, five different contractors were simultaneously  at work in the watershed treating 3400 acres by  
cutting juniper and small pines from springs, aspen stands, meadows, and uplands. Grants from OWEB 
and the Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation have recently been awarded to the Watershed Council  to 
continue this work on private land. 
 
Title II dollars are also being used to remove fish barriers. Contractors replaced four culverts with fish-
friendly designs in 2004. Title II dollars are also being used for the design and replacement of a large weir 
downstream on private land. Two other weirs on the ZX ranch are being replaced or retrofitted to allow fish 
passage.  Through these projects the primary fish barriers throughout the watershed will be removed.  
 
The RAC is  hopeful that this watershed-wide approach to restoration will result in healthier forests, 
streams, and fish and wildlife populations.  A unique monitoring effort, using local high school and college 
students under the tutelage of a professional ecologist, is attempting to measure and publicly demonstrate 
the effects of watershed restoration work in the watershed. This project is also funded by Title II dollars, 
and has so far resulted in the establishment of over 400 permanent transects and photo points, development 
of a publicly available website, and has trained 12 students in the practice of natural resource monitoring.   
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Major Title II Projects and Accomplishments on Chewaucan Watershed … 

 
1. Chewaucan Watershed Improvements FY02-$65,948/ 81 acres improved, 6 road closures, 

employed 72 local workers. 
 
2. Chewaucan Culvert Replacements FY02-$48,142/ 4 culverts replaced, improved 26 miles of 

fish habitat, employed 23 local workers for 84 days 
 

 
3. Recomb Old-Growth Thinning FY02-$20,000/ 60 acres of forest thinned, employed 42 local 

workers. 
 
4. Joker II Aspen Enhancement FY03-$8,500/ 30 acres of conifers thinned, employed 8 local 

workers for 20 days 
 

 
5. Paisley Town Weir FY03-FY06-$323,968/ project is in- progress 
 
6. Chewaucan Aspen Meadow/Enhancement and Juniper Thinning  
     FY04-$112,500/ 750 acres treated, employed 52 local workers for 437 days  
    (This project is also funded in FY05 with work in progress) 
 
7. Chewaucan Watershed Monitoring FY02-FY06-$456, 000/ established 400 permanent 

transects and photo points, developed a publicly-available website and employs 12 students 
and one professional ecologist per year 

 
For more information on the Fremont-Winema RAC 

Contact: Amy Gowan Designated Federal Official 
c/o Klamath National Forest 

1312 Fairlane Road 
Yreka, CA  96097 
agowan@fs.fed .us 

530-841-4421 
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Fremont-Winema RAC 

lnolan@fs.fed.us 
PO Box 67 

Paisley, Or 97636 


