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Oregon has only two native turtle species:  the north-

western pond turtle and the western painted turtle. The 

northwestern pond turtle is found in lowlands throughout 

western Oregon, while the western painted turtle is limited 

to the northern Willamette Valley and Columbia River. Both 

turtles are dark brown or dull 

olive, but the western painted 

turtle is brightly decorated with 

a reddish lower shell and yellow 

stripes on its neck and legs. Both 

turtles are approximately 4-9 

inches long as adults, are slow to develop and reproduce, 

and eat a variety of foods including plants, insects, and 

tadpoles. Oregon’s turtles are declining in Oregon due to 

habitat loss, degradation of nesting areas by invasive plants, 

competition and perhaps disease from invasive turtles, nest 

predation by raccoons, 

and predation on young 

turtles by invasive bull-

frogs and fish. Because 

turtles use both wetland 

and upland habitats dur-

ing the year, they are particularly sensitive to habitat loss. 

Landowners can help Oregon’s turtles by providing shallow 

wetland habitats, basking structures such as logs, and open 

grassy nesting areas.
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