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Overview
•Guidelines for digesting data.
•Discuss some education 
measures.
•Maybe get a story out of the 
data.



Data Interpretation Tips

•Start with the labels.
•Pay attention to the units.
•Look for trends.
•What story are the data telling?



Higher Education Attainment
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Includes:
• Households
• Group quarters

Includes:
• Bachelor’s degree
• Master’s degree
• Professional degree
• Doctorate degree
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Source: Decennial Census and American Community Survey (bars indicate margin of error)



Cohort Graduation Rate
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Adjusted for:
• Transfers in
• Transfers out

Does not include:
• Extended diplomas
• Adult HS diplomas
• GED’s
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Rural Oregon: Count of 4‐year cohort
and students receiving diplomas

Source: Oregon Dept. of Education

4‐year cohort
4‐year diplomas
Non‐graduates



Dropout Rate

	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	9 12
	1	 	 	 	9 12 100

Includes:
• 5th year seniors
• Students in 

alternative programs

Does not include:
• Deceased
• Home schooled
• Alternative/hospital programs

• Juvenile detention
• Foreign exchange
• Discipline related

• Health/Family 
emergency

• GED/Alt. Diploma at CC





Synthesis
•Is there a story here?
•What other information is 
needed?
•Implications?
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