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Overview
•Guidelines for digesting data.
•Learn how race & ethnicity 
data are collected.
•Measure by race & ethnicity.







American Indian or Alaskan Native, non‐
Latino

Asian, non‐Latino

Black, non‐Latino

Multiracial, non‐Latino

Other Race, non‐Latino

White, non‐Latino

Latino

Race Ethnicity Tabulation: 

The good
• Few categories  = simple
• Adds up to 100%
• Latino ethnicity = race 
category 

• Standardized

Not so good
• Does not reflect true diversity



Data Interpretation Tips

•Start with the labels.
•Pay attention to the units.
•Look for trends.
•What story are the data telling?



Percent of Population by Race & 
Ethnicity
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Categories

American Indian or Alaska Native, non‐Latino
Asian, non‐Latino
Black, non‐Latino
Multi‐racial, non‐Latino
Native Hawaiian/Pacific Islander, non‐Latino
Other race, non‐Latino
White, non Latino
Latino



White, non‐Latino, 78.02%

Black, non‐Latino, 1.71%

American Indian or Alaska 
Native, non‐Latino, 0.98%

Asian, non‐Latino, 3.77%

Native Hawaiian/Pacific 
Islander, non‐Latino, 0.38%

Other race, non‐Latino, 0.16%

Multi‐racial, non‐Latino, 
3.05%

Latino, 11.94%

Oregon: Percent Population
By Race & Ethnicity

Source: American Community Survey, 2009‐13



Unemployment
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Includes:
• Employed
• Work seekers
• Households
• Group Quarters

Only people seeking work.

Categories

American Indian or Alaska Native, non‐Latino
Asian, non‐Latino
Black, non‐Latino
Multi‐racial, non‐Latino
Native Hawaiian/Pacific Islander, non‐Latino
Other race, non‐Latino
White, non Latino
Latino



Multnomah
‐2%

8%

18%

Benton

‐2%

8%

18%

2000 2005‐09 2006‐10 2007‐11 2008‐12 2009‐13

Oregon
‐2%

8%

18%

Unemployment Rate: Latinos
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Decennial Census and American Community Survey



Synthesis
•Know how the data is 
collected.
•Mind the uncertainty.
•Get ready to change.



Rural Communities Explorer
www.oregonexplorer.info/rural

Vincent Adams
Extension Educator
vince.adams@oregonstate.edu
541‐737‐2105

Lena Etuk
Social Demographer
lena.etuk@oregonstate.edu
541‐737‐6121


